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THE HOLY SPIRIT

THE PRIMARY WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

As we saw with The Trinity, God reveals the person of the Holy Spirit progressively
throughout Scripture, where ever he appears, the Holy Spirit creates and inhabits the
temple of God.

The temple is the place where God dwells and shows forth his glory. The very first
"temple" created was the universe, and so the Holy Spirit first appeared at Creation. When
the Spirit hovered over the waters (Genesis 1:2), he was creating a natural revelation of
the supernatural glory of heaven.

Heaven and earth were established as a holy palace, or a macrocosmic royal residence, of
the Creator King. This is why the Psalmist tells us that the heavens declare the glory of God
(Psalm 19), and God says, "Heaven Is my throne and the earth is my footstool" (Isaiah
66:1). After creating the universe as his macrocosmic "temple," God created the Garden of
Eden as a “microcosmic "temple," and it was the focal point of God's presence
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THE PRIMARY WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

We believe the Holy Spirit has led us to repent of all our sins,
and to turn from them, and to obey Christ where He says, “If

anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take
up his cross and follow me.
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THE PRIMARY WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

During the ministry of Moses the people of God built the tabernacle and the
Holy Spirit came and filled this temple of God (Exodus 40:34-35), showing
that this was the place where God dwelled and showed forth his glory.
During the reign of Solomon a stationary temple was built, and the Spirit of
God came and filled the temple in the same way (2 Chronicles 5:11-6:2, 7:1-
3). When Israel was exiled for continually breaking God’s law, Solomon’s

temple was destroyed.
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THE PRIMARY WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The prophets looked forward to the restoration of God’s people along with a promise of a
maghnificent temple where the Spirit would come to dwell in an unprecedented way
(Ezekiel 39:27-29; 43:1-9), and would be poured into the hearts of all God’s people
(Ezekiel 36:26-27; Joel 2:28-29). But when some exiles finally returned to Jerusalem and
rebuilt the temple, the Spirit did not inhabit it as before.
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THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

The incarnation brought the beginning of the fulfillment of the prophetic hope. At
the baptism of Jesus, the Holy Spirit descended to earth for the first time since

before the exile, because Jesus was the temple of God par excellence
(Mark 1:9-11).
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THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

O The gospel of John tells us that Jesus dwelled, or literally "tabernacle" among us and
embodied the glory of God (John 1:14; see also 2:19).

O Jesus was the "place" where God dwelled and showed forth his glory; the One In
whom God dwelled among his people In a new way.

O After his death, resurrection and ascension, Jesus poured out the Spirit upon his
followers, fulfilling the promise of the prophets that God would pour out his Spirit in
an unprecedented way upon his people (Acts 2:1-21).

O Just as the Holy Spirit inhabited the temple of God in the Old Testament, he now
inhabits the people of God to show that this is the place he dwells and shows forth
his glory.

O This is the creation of the Church: we, both individually and corporately, are the
temple of God and the dwelling place of his Spirit (Ephesians 2:19 22; 1 Corinthians
6:19-20).
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THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN SALVATION

» Since the Holy Spirit creates and inhabits the temple of God, and since we are that
temple, the Spirit is the primary mover throughout the process of our salvation.

» The Holy Spirit regenerates believers so that we may turn from our sin, exercise faith
in Christ and receive the gift of salvation (John 3:5-8; Titus 3:5-7).

» Because the temple of God is a holy place, the Holy Spirit sanctifies us throughout
our lives, making us holy (2 Corinthians 3:18; 2 Thessalonians 2:13).

» In order to do this, he leads us into truth, illuminating our minds and hearts to
understand God's Word (John 14:26; 1 John 2:20, 27; Ephesians 1:17-18); and he
produces obedience in us (1 Peter 1:1-2).

The Holy Spirit is also the primary mover in creating, inhabiting and building up the
corporate temple of God, the Church (Ephesians 2:21-22). He works to bring about unity in
the Church among the individual "pillars"' of the "temple” through the manifestation of
fruit and gifts.



THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Fruit of The Spirit

Since all Christians have the Holy Spirit dwelling in them (Romans 8:9-10), all
Christians will inevitably bear his fruit.

Paul lists the fruit of the Spirit in the context of the freedom we have in Christ,
freedom that is meant for serving one another in love rather than indulging in sin
(Galatians 5:13-18). The acts of the sinful nature have to do with broken relationships
and disunity in the body of Christ (5:19-22), and these acts are the opposite of the
fruit of the Spirit. This means that the fruit of the Spirit does not refer to subjective
characteristics (like "inner peace"), but to attitudes and actions that build
relationships and unity in the Church (like "peace with my neighbor"), 5:23-26.

The extent of the fruit of the Spirit in our lives will be most evident in
the way we treat our brothers and sisters in the body of Christ.
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The Gifts of The Spirit

All Christians will also manifest the gifts of the Spirit, though in varying ways.

The Greek word charisma, "gift," is related to the word charts, grace. The gifts of
the Spirit are concrete expressions of the grace of God to the Church. Paul speaks of
the "gifts” synonymously with "service/ministries" and "effects/working”

(1 Corinthians 12:4-11). Thus, it seems that a "gift" of the Spirit does not have to do
as much with a personal ability, as with the outworking of a ministry, or an
expression of grace.

In other words, the gifts of the Spirit are something we manifest, not something we
possess. We manifest the gifts of the Spirit as we carry out ministry and service
within the body of Christ. For instance, a person practices the gift of hospitality
whenever he welcomes someone into his home, whether or not he has a natural
ability or inclination to be a host.
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The Gifts of The Spirit (continued)

1 Corinthians 12:7 says, “To each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the
common good. “It is easy to feel in a large church that your presence and participation
are irrelevant, but Scripture teaches that each believer has been given a spiritual gift to
be used for the common good. Your presence and ministry in and through the church
is therefore vital to our ability to be the living temple of God.



THE HOLY SPIRIT

Questions for
REVIEW, THOUGHT & DISCUSSION

L How is your understanding of the Person of the Holy Spirit enhanced as you consider
the progressive revelation of him through the Old and New Testaments?

L How does the Holy Spirit work to convict us of sin and draw us to Christ relate
to his primary work of creating and inhabiting God’s temple?

O As you consider your relationship with others in the body of Christ, where do you see
the most room for growth in your bearing the fruit of the Spirit?
d How have you seen the Holy Spirit manifested in your life?

1 How can you develop your spiritual gifts at MT Zion?
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